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petitions led to no redress. Since the authorities made it impossible
for them to compete on fair terms, they declared war, and adopted
methods which warfare alone could seek to justify. They began
by surreptitiously pirating their licensed rivals5 copyrights, printing
whole editions of their smaller and more popular properties under
forged imprints, and selling them mainly in the provincial towns
and among the country fairs, where there was less risk of detection.
Two years before his death John Day took action against Roger
Ward for printing, and William Holmes for selling, great numbers
of the A.B.C. with his forged imprint, this leading to a memorable
Star Chamber case extending from February to July 1582. Holmes
pleaded ignorance, ebeinge a yonge man lately come owt of his
yeares and but lately set upp for hym selfe'; but Ward, who was
one of the most determined opponents of the monopolists, confessed
to the printing of no fewer than 10,000 copies of the A.B.C.,
prevaricated as to his responsibility, and pleaded in his defence
that' a verye small number in respecte of the rest of the Companye
of Stacioners Prynters have gotten all the best bookes and coppyes
[copyrights] to be printed by themselfes by Privyledge, whereby
they make bookes more dearer than otherwise they wolde be, and
have lefte verye littell or nothinge at all for the resydue of the
Company of Printers to lyve upon, unles they sholde worke under
them for suche small wages as they of them selfes please to geve
them, whiche is not sufficiente to fynde suche workemen and their
famylies to lyve upon, whereby they through their Priviledges
inriche themselfes greately and become (some of them) greate
purchasers of Landes and owners of large possessyons. And the
owners of the reste of the sayd Prynters beinge manye in number
and moste of them howshoulders so extremely poore, that by reason
of pretended Priviledges and restrayntes that happenethe thereby
can scarce earne breade and Drinke by their trade towards their
lyvinge. . . ,91
Roger Ward seems to have suffered several terms of imprison-
ment for thus defying the authorities, but he stood to his guns;
and not only Ward himself, but his stalwart wife, who on one
occasion later in the same year held the 'fort'--in his feigned
absence, so it was said-^against the officials of the Stationers'
Company, who had been sent to search his house, but had perforce
tcr retire discomfited* It was but a few months later (December
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